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Obstacles to Healing

7 In response to “Deaf Boy Given Every-

thing Buta U.S. Visa,” May 4.

Editor, y

Your newspaper ran a front-page
story on Kolya, a Russian boy stricken
blind and deaf at the age of 2, producing
a mixed bag of reactions from many of
your readers, including me. On the onc
hand, it evoked sympathy for the boy
and his family, and, on the other hand,
outrage against a morally bankrupt em-
bassy and Russia’s few stingy rich.

[t was disturbing to learn that, in spite
of Kolya's sponsors in America, the U.S.
Embassy in Moscow didn't grant him
and his mother, Irina Kuznetsova, entry
visas that would have enabled the boy to
undergo his cochlear implant surgery in
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Indiana.

This inhumane action by the U.S.
Embassy tells the depth of moral deca-
dence into which it has sunk in recent
times. It also exposes the historical am-
nesia from which many Americans —
especially those of European descent —
suffer. Many have even forgotten that
their ancestors who left Europe in
droves to settle in America were immi-
grants themselves. One wonders how
U.S. Embassy officials who refused
Kolya and his mother entry visas would
react if their ancestors, while secking to
flee the cold, hunger and poverty in Eu-
rope, had been denied entry into Amer-
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ica by Native Americans!

What happened to Kolya is a mani-
festation of the growing arrogance of
America today as a nation. The U.S.
Embassy in Moscow only typifies and
amplifies that arrogance, oblivious of the
fact that mankind’s history is cluttered
with the ruins of great civilizations
whose destruction was caused by such a
vice. It was indeed this arrogance, and
not the fear of their staying in the United
States, that deprived Kolya an entry visa
to seck quality medical care in [ndiana,

But Kolya’s situation was also wors-
ened by the moral indifference of some
of his own few rich compatriots who are
accused of having impoverished him
and 150 million other Russians through
massive theft. It would have been a
benevolent act if any of these
scoundrels had volunteered to pay for
his surgery in Indiana or here in Russia,
in either St. Petersburg or Moscow,
where it can also be done. Painfully,
none of these notorious household
names like Berezovsky, Abramovich,
Chubais and others could play some
sort of Robin Hood to poor little Kolya,
who had to seek help in Slovakia.
Kolya's case is one of several that has
exposed the cold-heartedness of Rus-
sia’s nouveaux riche, who, desperate to
guard their ill-gotten wealth, have be-
come insensitive 1o human suffering.

Emmanuel Conteh, Moscow

Extended Family

In response to "Grateful Contributor
Bids Adiew to Readers,” April 28.

Editor,

Through the years, The Moscow
Times has become a daily part of many
living in Moscow. | was very disap-
pointed to see Julict Butler’s last install-
ment of “Growing Pains.” It. too, has be-
come part of my life and. I'm sure, the
lives of many other readers.

The column offered a unique oppor-
tunity to look inside the life of a family
with a configuration that many of us also
share: one between cultures. Ms. Butler
has great insight due to her many vears
here and has the ability to capture the
essence of growing up.

In a way, we all are growing up with
her kids — because we all grow and
adapt to this culture. In the final analysis.
the author has made her stories about
her family a metaphor for this country’s
growing pains into adulthood. And |
want to know what will happen with the
kids. Bring back the skazka.

Jason Eskenazi, Moscow
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